Academic Success

I find it quite humorous whenever parents with young children find out I work with preschool-aged children they inevitably say “oh, my 3 year old can count to 100” or “my 4 year old knows how to login to the computer and send emails to Grandma”.  I usually smile, say oh that’s good and then wonder how much time does that parent spend “training” the child the counting routine.    Or, how much time does the child spent in front of the computer screen.  And then I always ask myself “why” are we pushing our kids to do so much when they have a lifetime in front of them to ‘balance a checkbook’ or ‘work on the computer’?  Most importantly,  do these children truly understand what they are doing much less appreciate the task they have been asked to perform.  Nine times out of ten a qualified NO.
Before any academic learning can take place, the child first must “learn how to learn”.  How does a child learn how to learn….many ways;
· by exploring his indoor environment
· by exploring his outdoor environment.
· through trial and error while engaging in a variety self-initiated activities.
· by organizing his world, storing the information and then retrieving the information when it is needed.
· by problem-solving.

· by experimenting with all kinds of materials.  

· through communicating his likes and dislikes.
· by standing up for himself.
· by helping others.

Children who are given the opportunity and freedom to do all of the above will be far advanced compared to the children who have been robbed of their RIGHT to play, explore, experiment, problem-solve and just have fun playing and being a kid.
Look at these letters   R E A D   and ask yourself “what do the mean”.

I will tell you!

Read
Eat
And
Do     together.
Some of you have seen this before others of you not.  Heed these letters.  Children from families who –

Read, Eat And Do together
have a higher rate of academic success than the children who are “drilled” in the ABC’s and 1, 2, 3’s.

So let your children explore, experiment, problem-solve 
and just have fun playing 
and I will watch them all graduate from High School!
~Marcia
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