A Day in the Life of a Preschool Teacher !
Ahhhh- the life of a Preschool Teacher ~ receiving wonderful hugs, hearing stories about frogs, snails, puppy dog tails, sugar & spice and everything nice and watching a child enter into the world of imagination and play!  Seeing the faces of children when they have that moment in time where they ‘get it’ !  Watching them become engaged in activities where their imagination takes them to wonderful places of discovery.  Seeing a child make friends with another child.  Teaching children not to hurt other people’s feelings and what it feels like to have one’s own feelings hurt.  Listening to conversations that sound so “grown-up”.  Helping children resolve a disagreement between ‘friends’.  Teaching a child how to solve a problem.  Helping a grieving child who has just lost a grandparent or a pet.  Working with a child who needs specialized attention.  Seeing the excitement of a 2½ year old that just went potty all by himself!   Helping a child to discover ‘why’ and ‘how’.  Knowing that “I”, the teacher, am the child’s first experience with formal school and realizing the lifelong impact of this fact.
 
A Preschool teacher takes on many roles, most importantly, she/he is one of the first adults, other than parents, a child learns to trust.  Trust is most important, as the preschool-age is a time of self exploration and discovery as well as developing a sense of self or “Who am I”.   The teacher needs to learn each child’s history, family circumstances, individual needs to provide each child with an environment that fosters a positive sense of self.  I often refer to preschool education as pyramid building.  We have to help a child form an extremely solid base- becoming socially and emotionally secure, before sending him/her out into the world of ‘academia’.  If the base of that pyramid is solid- the child will be secure, have a healthy, positive “sense of self” throughout his/her educational journey.  The preschool teacher works diligently in all areas: social, emotional, physical and cognitive, assuring that each child develops a secure ‘pyramid base’ before leaving GCCNS.  

This is quite an overwhelming undertaking but most assuredly important for a teacher.  Accomplishing such takes knowledge of children, knowledge of families, knowledge of methodology, knowledge of resources, but most of all a love and enjoyment of teaching children!   

So just what does a teacher’s day/month/year look like?  I went directly to the source and asked our GCCNS teacher’s to “Walk me through their day/month/year” and this is what I got! 
Before the school day begins:

· Take down chairs from the tables

· Mix new paint for the easel

· Fill the sensory table

· Set up the art activity

· Set up the rug toys

· Set up for circle time

· CD’s; tapes; props; music; books; finger plays;           flannel board
· Set up playground or gym/coordinate gym times with other teachers
· Make juice/prep snack

After the school day ends:

· Put playground “away” or take down gym

· Take down room – chairs up; wash tables; wash brushes; clean up art activity

· Put artwork in picture bags

· Put mailings in picture bags

· Discuss children with co-teacher

· Take attendance

· Choose toys for next day

· Choose books for next day

· Locate art materials for next day

· Put days artwork on walls for display

· File materials

· Change sensory table  / housekeeping areas

· Take inventory of all learning areas of classroom

· Continually assess children/prepare for conferences

· Work on NAEYC files

Preparation outside school hours:

· Research new ideas for Lesson Plans

· Plan lessons

· Meet with Co-Teacher to fine tune lessons

· Taylor lessons to meet the individual needs of each child

· Collaborate with Team Teachers to coordinate activities

· Meet with all Teachers to scaffold learning concepts

· Attend IEP (Individualized Education Program) meetings with D34

· Attend meetings with D34 special needs teachers to meet a child’s IEP goals

· Go to the library to select books for class

· Shop for special supplies for class

· Write room news

· Write newsletter articles

· Make play dough

· Attend Parent Board meetings
· Design and create Hall Bulletin Boards

· Come to school on Sunday afternoons to complete pre-preparation of classroom

· Attend special events at school

· Complete 15 hours required Professional Development workshops

Preparation over the Summer:
· Divide children into classes according to individual educational needs; birth dates; age; gender

· Write letters to children

· Take and send picture of teachers

· Prepare start-of-school transition schedule

· Send August packet to families

· Call each family, complete intake information on each child

· Meet with Co-teacher and Age-level Team to begin planning for new school year 

· Begin preparation of school materials and activities for new school year

Wow!  It is amazing to discover just how much goes into being a great teacher.  GCCNS is fortunate to have such committed teachers.  

Thank you each and every GCCNS teacher for giving so much of yourself    to our children!
~Marcia

