Special Holiday Activates~
“It’s that time of year………..” and so the song goes, as well as our stress level and pocketbooks.  However, don’t let all the hoopla and advertising get the best of you.  Give yourself a gift December 1st, the gift of time together as a family.  Say “NO” to all the advertising that catches your eye, ear, and hand.  Decide early on that a few simple gifts will be under the tree and your extra time and money will be spent doing special Holiday activities with your family.

Some of those activities might be:

· Taking a ride around the village looking at all the lights
· Going out after dinner for a “Reindeer” drink at Caribou

· Taking the train downtown for lunch and to see the lights

· Making popcorn and having a Holiday movie night as a family

· Cuddling up with a cup of warm cocoa and reading a Holiday book as a family

· Wrapping that special homemade present for grandma and grandpa together (everything homemade is special!)

· Getting the Christmas cards ready to send together (so what if the address label is not straight, it was done as a family)

· Writing that letter to Santa together, helping the kids to keep it simple, Santa has lots of children to help!

· Cleaning out the toy box as a family and giving away toys that are no longer played with 

· Baking cookies together (slice & bake work) together!

· Saying “YES!” to another ride around town to look at all the pretty lights!

Simple Holiday family memories that you are giving your children NOW, will be the memories that THEY WILL REMEMBER forever and ever….not that portable DVD player that broke your pocketbook!
Happy Holidays to all the wonderful GCCNS families !

~Marcia
